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1 late e Ad Vile derer againſt 


a Right Reverend Prelate; entitled, I Let- 
ter to the Right Reverend Nr. Codex, on 
e of his Modeſt Infiruition ta the 
Crown. The whole being taken to Pieces, 
and not one Thing omitted, in vB proper . 
ply to each Particular,” e 
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The whole Tupplying the Deficiencies of the tro "$1 wer 


hy ANSWERS. ee 


, | . m 1 
aa . __ 


Print 15 T Ho. GREEN) over-againit Sir Jobe Polft 
London and 


* 


* 
= 


N uνEο”ον X.4X%01 dae ede Ti 707 * | Shag T&u- 
re X@XoupyoTtpeys 7 Tote T015 jab Jebd ei 


doxijpeyTas de, Kander naue Tree, Noi Ad- 
ll ocrates de Permutatione. 


. =. % 
1 8 "ya 


Noon r! 


Head, N 4d, and Sold at the 3 C 


* 


| Price ling Le 
; price one Sh ing . 


count of the Story of the 


Weſtminſter. "1734" _ T9. > 


- 


% 


0 + 
* TIN. vw Fo 
” « = + » 
Wo 
A of 
1 
„1 
* þ roche 4 


# CY + 8 
. —ͤů 
4 a *t7 
** 

e229 Ft 4. 

1 * 
CE. e —— 
Ws * . 49 

\ 
» — 


—— — — 


” 
as P i 
* 1 " 
gu 4 & 
Ft 4 Ar " ny P 
* " . dic 4 f 4 
— w % 7 3+ 3 
* * „ i q C A 
n P : 1 
+4 * „ 
J 9 — * — 2 
* 0 
* 


* 
1 - 
. oe 
n 17 1 
. ef v 
4 
7 
| 9 
* * 
. 
* | 4 3 
* 
* — > 
: Fs « 11 of A a 
#:% «-% * 1 Y ww > 
n 5 [ 0 
5 # * * 
* 
99 
4 — 
* ” 
1 * 
_ 4 *. 7 » 
. 5 F 5 * 
15 5 
Os * « * . 


Neceſſary Reſpondent, &c. 


T muſt be People that juſtly 
bear the Charalter of Infi- 

; CE delity, and thoſe that have 
been guilty of it, who are 
glad upon all Occaſions to 
ſhow their Rage againſt the Oppoſers of 
them ; who have treated a Right Reve- 
rend Prelate in ſo ſcurrilous a Manner; who 
have ſtuck at no Lyes, as well as ill Lan- 
guage, to abuſe that Care which he aſſidu- 
outly aſſerts for the Good of the Church. 
But as the Dignity he holds in it, and the 
juſt Eſteem he has acquir'd by his extraor- 
dinary Merit, place him above the Cavils 
and Anger of the greateſt Infidels ; and 
B much 


* o 


much more theſe of an inferior Claſs: ſo 
does he not want any Defence to be made 
for him, for thoſe Things he is charged 
with, which his very CharaQter will con- 


tradict. But yet in the mean time, it may 


appear highly neceſſary, to let People ſee 


what a Chance they ſtand to be vilely miſ- 
led, if they give the leaft Credence to this 
Pamphlet. 


I think, and believe it is evident to all 


that the main Thing which this Letter-Wri. 
ter pretends to be the Cauſe of his Wri- 
ting, was an Advertiſement, inſerted in the 


aily Journal of Feb. 27. taken out of 
the 2d Volume of Burnet's Hiſtory; which, 
with an Air of Confidence, he impudently 


tells the World, was put in by the Biſhop's 


Order, and that he had good Evidence for 
the Aſſertion. Now, as upon the Founda- 
tion of this Falſity, are built all the Lyes, 
Miſ-repreſentations, and malicious Invec- 
tives, throughout the Letter; fo I hope, 


that a Perſon who dares to pretend to that 


Evidence which he ſays he is Maſter of, 
concerning the Perſon who handed it to 
the Preſs, and paid for its being inſerted 
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[3] 


in that Paper, and can be proved to 


be guilty of the greateſt Lye that could be in- 


vented, in the Ground-Work, and chief Mate- 

rial of his ingenious Letter, ought, I hope, no 
more to be believed in other Things, which 
he mentions with no leſs Aſſurance and De- 
ſign of impoſing on the World. 


Indeed, I do not think it much for the 
Honour of thoſe whoſe Side he declares 
himſelf of, that ſo baſe a Forgery ſhould 
be handed to the World for their Service - 
Neither do I think they could want a Lye 
to be told in their favour, who ſtand upon 
their Honour and Integrity; nor blame a 
Perſon for doing that, which every honeſt 
Man muſt from the bottom of his Heart 
commend : And which, as it did anſwer 
his own Conſcience, would likewiſe prove an 
Addition to their Character; which, by being 
cleared, might receive a better Adyantage. 


But ſuppoſe I ſhould inform the Wor!d, 
although with a little more Truth and Sin- 
cerity than the Letter-Writer, as well as 
from better Evidence, (and I am lure, a 
better Deſign) That the Bithop was ſo far 

B 2. from 


[4) 
from being the Author of this Advertiſe- 
ment, that it neither came by his own Hands, 
nor thoſe of others, by his means, to the 5 
Preſs: but that as he was entirely ignorant ny 
of its being ſent, ſo had he no Concern in 
the Conveyance of it. Now this is a Truth 

that may be depended upon; which if io, 

the whole Deſign of the Letter falls to the 
ground; which is, of aſperſing the Biſhop 
upon account of preſuming to give his 
Ad vice to the Crown, in the Manner he is 
there ſaid to do. 


As the main Accuſation is falſe, ſo the 
Occaſion from thence taken for Calumny, 
is as malicious; for there are no Invectives 
ſpared; nor baſe Language; as anſwerable 
to the Deſerts of one, who, according to 
What this Gentleman ſays, pag. 5. mad? 
Appeals to the Populace, as privileg d be- 
vond other Men, how much ſoever above 
Him in Rank, Dignity or Merit. 


1 
1 8 
1 


* 


A A 
* . ee ee * 


But although a Perſog, who has been thus 
found notoriouſly guilty of Falſhood, and 
upon that fame Falſhood has built a heap of 
Lyes, Abuſes and Abſurditics, ſhould not be f 
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further regarded by any rational Man; yet 
when he that is the Author of ſuch a Letter 


can triumph in four Editions, as the World 


is made to believe; and through his whole 
Work carries an air of Confidence, t6 pro- 


tect the badneſs of his Reflections; and 


ſeems to exult in the opportunity he has got 


of ſtigmatiging the Characters of Men, 
however virtuuus or deſerving; who is 
not angry with the Thing done (for indeed 
he could not, becauſe he knew it to be falſe) 


but merely with the Perſon: I think, there 


ſhould be ſome notice taken of theſe At- 


tempts, that the unwary and ignorant may 


not be ſeduced. And although the Great 
Man who this Letter-writer has attack'd, 


againſt both a Principle of Juſtice, Verity, 


and even Duty, in the vileſt and baſeſt man- 
ner, can never want the defence of any Per- 
ſon, and much more of one ſo incapable as my 


ſelf; I therefore, would not have the World 


take this in the nature of that, but rather 
as a demonſtration of the Wickedneſs and 


evil Notions of thoſe Men; whom I have 


before taken notice of, and I believe no one 
will deny that has read this Pamphlet ; but 
the Author of it 1s one of them, who will 


loſe 


[6] 

tote no opportunities of abuſing thoſe, whom 
they know are of Abilities to withſtand their 
wicked Attempts. 


* don't queſtian, this Author wou'd be 
very angry, as he might juſtly, if I ſhou'd 
pretend an Evidence for knowing who he 
was that wrote it ; although 1 fancy I am 
not out in my gueſles, and if I ſhould affirm 
it to others, it was he, upon no better grounds 
than he did, that the Right Reverend 


Perſon was the means of the Advertiſement 


going to the Preſs ; he would, I dare ſay, be 
enraged to the higheſt degree, and cry out 
at once, it was a deceit of Prieſtcraft, if I 


ſhould farther ſay, That I poſſeſs'd Evi- 
dence of which I was Maſter, concerning 


his writing and publiſhing this Letter. How 


much more then ought he to be tax'd 
with Falſhood and Malice, who aſſures the 
World, the Biſhop was the Author of the 
- Advertiſement, when he had not the leaſt 
reaſon for ſo much as thinking fo ! 


I ſhall now make it my buſineſs, not fo 
much to anſwer the Things he advances, 


for that is not | worth my while, as to de- 
monſtrate 
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4 monſtrate the Malice and Deſign there is in 
| them - 


And in the firſt place, page 7. the Biſhop 
is charg d upon the ſuppos d account of put- 
ting in this Ad vertiſement in the Daily Pa- 
pers, with a deſign of ſtirring up the Minds 
of Men againſt the King, and incroaching 
upon the judgment of his Prince; for after 
that he has ſaid, That to exhibit In- 
ſtructions to Princes for the exerciſe of 
any particular Prerog ative, or for the deci- 
ſion of any impending Conteſt ; and to do it 
in the Daily Papers, is a rude Attempt, 
that rather preſcribes to Princes than ad- 
 wiſes them; he calls it an attempt that 
” lays a foundation for Clamour and Abuſe , 
for ſays he again, It doth not ſo much con- 
vey matter of Conſideration to Princes, 
as it points out matter of Cenſure to par- 
tial unexamining Men. 


Any one that reads this, will think it a 
heavy Charge againſt a Biſhop, ſo conſpicu- 
: ous ſor his Loyalty, and ſo highly eſteem'd 
at Court; which will, without any further 
conſideration make this appear a ſcandalous 
Inſinuation. — 


(8) 
Again, in the ſame page, it appears, how 
angry this Gentleman is, that Biſhops ſhould 
have the leaſt hand in the making of Bi- 
ſhops; © -when he diſtinguiſhes not between 
the humble Advice of Biſhops as Subjects 
to the King, concerning a Perſon to be 
choſe, and the Arbritrary Power of a Sove- 
reign Pontiff, who can command as wel] 
as elect hm he pleaſes; and is ſo kind 
here, to put the Biſhops in mind of the Act, 


that obliges the Biſhops not to meet toge- 


ther, but in a certain number, without the 


King's Authority; and likewiſe of the 


King's Supremacy, which they have ſworn to 
maintain; beſides the Forfeitures and Impri. 
ſonment they are liable to, for breaking 
through theſe Reſtrictions : all which would 


have been very civil and friendly, if the 


very Intentions of the Biſhop were not quite 
oppoſite to any of theſe Crimes, Which the 
Letter-writer, both wickedly and malici- 
ouſly, infers from hence that he is. 


Page 11. the Biſhop i is charg'd not only 
with deſaming an Innocent Man; and, to 
uſe his own words, with fixing by malicious 
Arts an ill Fame upon him, in order to 

make 


(9) 
make'him loſe his Preferment, which Thing 


in itſelf is bad enough; but likewiſe of a 


Project of bringing the Preferment of the 
Church, into the hands of a few ambitious 


atbitrary Churchmen. And alſo of abuſing 
the Prince on the Thirone, for chuſing the 
Man whom the Lord - Chancellor ſhould re- 
commend ; all which will be better expreſſed 
in his own Words : There may be,ſays he, the 
Project of bringing in all Promotions in the 
Church into the hands of a few ambitions 


arbitrary Churchmen ; ſo that the higheſt 


Counſellor" of the Crawn ſball not recom- 
mend the Perſon whom he loves beſt, and 
the Man whom he moſt approves, without 


expoſing ſuch a Perſon to be deprived of 


his Reputation by thoſe that may be averſe 
to his Advancement : and the Prince on 
the Throne, if he ſhall eſpouſe the innocent 
Party, after ſuch Reverend Defamers 
have teſtify d their diſlike of him, ſpall be 
expos'd to the ſame Eccleſiaſtical Malice, 
nay, ſhall be ſet forth to all his Subjetts, 
by one who is the Creature of his Power, 
and the Abuſer of his Favour, as an Ex- 
ample not fit for Chriſtian. Princes to imi- 
tate. 

C I 


fending the ſame ; which.isboth highly com» 


Hat h ta ten 
Cbaplains to the King, by which means he 


ſuch as have been Popiſbly Moc ted, or other. 
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37 think 238 could — works, =_ thi 
Accuſation, if it could. be made good; that 
the Biſhop and his Adherents ſhowld not 


only defame an Innocent Pexſon, but ſhauld 5 
abuſe the Prince on the Throne, ſot de- * 


mendable, and correſpondent with the Cha- 
tacter of a good King; and all this Thue 
as unmindful of his Favours, and flying in 
the Face of him that raisd. him... But we 
are not to. wonder at this, when we find the 
application that is made to part of the Ar» . 
ticles of arch meat of Ache Land. 11.8 


Nov theſe are terrible Accuſations, which 
how far that unhappy. Prelate was guilty 4 
of, is not my buſineſs at this Time to diſ- 
pute; amongſt which this. is one, Thar he 
upon. him the recommendation of 


hath preferr'd to his Majeſty's Service and 
to other great Promotions in the Church, 


wiſe unſound and ny * Deſirives and 


Manners. 
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_ pet Ant the firſt Part of theſe 
Impeachments can have any reference to the 
Biſhop, for which purpoſe they are ſo much 
frain dj becauſt every body knows, that as 
de  feevilar Offices, the recommendation lies 

not on his Lordſhip's Part; but on that of 

— their Friends, otherſeenlar Lords, and Offi- 
cee about the King's Perſon. And as to the 
= Nomination of pet ſons to Dignities, every one 

” "knows the King | is too jealous of his Prero- 
Bie, to ſuffer any Biſhop to proceed ſo 
1 far, ( ich indeed is no great Complement 5 
* however his Wiſdom might think it meet 
to take the Advice of a Biſhop,whoſe Know- 
| ledge” and Experience he had been ſo well 
J acquainted with. And as to the laſt Accuſa- 
tion, which 1 have juſt before mentioned in 
ö the very Words, what reſemblance can 
the Characters of thoſe Men bear, whom 
me Biſhop has by his means preferr'd to his 
* Majeſty's Service, under any Denomination 
br Office in the Church, to them mentioned 
in the Impeachment; who were ſaid to be 
1 Popiſbly ere or otherwiſe unſound 

and corrupt both in Doctrines and Mun- 
erg. On the other hand, he has been the 
wo Ci een 
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1121] 
cauſe of preferring thoſe, whoſe only Crimes 


are, as well as his, that nn, 


. Polite to theſe. 


But he goes on ftill with, 8 to this 


| Im peachment, and ſays, For inſtance, if an 
| inſolent domineering Prelate ſhould euer pre- 


tend to advance it as his Right to namiuate 
Biſhops, in the manneras the Lord-Chancel- 
lor of Great · Britain adviſes the Crown in the 


Nomination of Judges; if he ſhould be arro- 
gant enough, to affirm this, he might as pro- 


perly interfere in ſupplying | the Vacancies of 
_ Weſtminſterchall,, as that great Officer 

may to -ugeant Sees : there can he no diffe- 
rence made between ſuch a Behaviour and 
the Caſe of Laud himſelf, as deſcribed is 
the Articles of Impeachment | 


= - would have been highly neceſſary that 
ſome reaſons ſhould have been given for 
this, and riot a bare Aſſertion: for it is not 
plainly perceived by me, how a Biſhop 
can incur the Diſpleaſure and Impeachment 
of Parliament, for. pretending as - much 
right to the Nomination. of Biſhops | as 
my are does to chat of Judges; 5 

for 
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. for they are both equally Subjects to the 


King, and he may pitch upon e er a one of 


them, for to give him his Advice in each of 
theſe Matters. Now although we do not de- 
Dy, but this great Officer may be a very com- 
petent judge of the Qualifications of thoſe 
recommended to Biſhopricks ; yet a Biſhop, 
in giving his Advice in theſe Affairs, muſt 


be ſaid to act more in his Sphere than a 
Lord Chancellor, if he does this Thing. 


And therefore we will allow, that it is not 
the proper Buſineſs of a Biſhop to adviſe 
the King about the placing of Judges in 


Weſtminſter-Hall; whiclr if ſo, it is, I am 


ſure, more correſpondent with the Office of 


a Lord-Chancellor, (whatever Right he 


may claim) to nominate Judges than Bi- 
ſhops. 
fon againſt the King, but againſt my Lord- 
Chancellor ; for arrogantly pretending as 


This then cannot be High- Trea- 


much Right as he in the Nomination of Judges, 
as the other has both of Biſhops and Judges, 


But he ſays further upon this Head, The 


Clergy of this Ring dos have ron to the 


Royal SUPremacy, and Aal r 
ers, Emolument and E. e. 25 


Len 
bj the Vit bf nh Civil G , : 
Anm 4s tbe Gras of Biſbops ariſee gm 


"chi Iaſtiranind bf rempotat Laws, ito K. 


-cancies arti be ſupply'd ” the Abels 
dn ang ve ata 1 21 
Toh esto, 2019 
1 x muſt beg We Riker e. Lextet- 
unter hete- if eme Things? That the Clef- 
'py of this Kingdom have form to tx Rey- 
al Supremacy," what every body knows ; 
arid he heed dot Have told us: Tat ey 
Hold all theft Powers, '(by Which I nican 
temporal. as Meir fitting in the Houſe of 
Lords, add the Bike) as well a Emoluments, 


by the Gift o the Civil Government, is both 


acknowledged and confeſſed; but that they 
hold their Eccleſiaftical Offices by the Came 
Gift, is not 16 eaſily granted; thoſe they 


have received from greater Authority than 


any Civil Power; altho I do not deny that 


they are beholden to the Civil Power for 


protecting them in the Uſe of thoſe Eccle- 

Gaſtical Offices. Neither does the Order of 
Biſhops ariſe from the Inſtitution of Tem- 
poral Laws; however thoſe Laws may 
protect the Order, and may have made 


very conſiderable Additions of temporal 


Gifts 
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Gifts to uphold them. And as the Churek\ 
and State are ſo interwoyen together, and 
the Intereſt of the one conſiſts in the Inte- 
reſt of the other; ſo may the Common- 
wealth be very much concerned. in this Or- 
der, in temporal Affairs. Yet akho' theſe 
Matters may be ſo, theſe Orders cannot be 
ſaid to ariſe from the Inſtitution of tempo 
ral. Laws; for it is worth obſervation, that 
the Office. and Order of Biſhops: were in Be- 
ing before Chiiftianity had come to that 


| retteten, 'astoiform it ſelf into any Ordet 


or regular Society in a Commonwealth. 
This then, upon the fore- going Conſidera- 


tion, will not appear al altogether true, vis, - 


That asithe:Ordey- if : Biſhops ariſes from 
the Inſtitutions of Temporal Laws, its 
Vacancies gre 70 be ſupply d bythe Media- 
tion of deer Officers. 2 


- Again he pt is the Great Seal a- 
lone that has any Vertue or Effect in Or- 
dination of Biſbops : All other Proceedings 


are Matters of Form ; and the Conge d'E- 


lire it ſelf gives the Clergy mo Claim of E- 
lection; for if it is not returned accord- 
ing to the Will of the Crown, the Royal 


2 Let- 
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obey d. 


1 do not Wonder to hear ſuch a 122 
as the Letter- Writer has ſhow'd himſelf to 


be, throughout the whole Courſe of this 
Letter, talk at this rate. I will not a- 
gree with him, That it is the Great Seal 
alone that hath any Vertue or Effect in 


the Ordination of Biſbops: The affixing 


the Seal has an Eſſect indeed towards the 


Ordination of a Biſhop ; but that it has ſo 
in the Ordination it ſelf, is not to be grant- 


ed. Iallow, with him, that all the other 
Proccedings, except the Conſecration, are 
Matters of Form: For, as he obſerves, the 
Conge d Elire does not give the Clergy any 
Power of Election, although they formally 


meet for that Purpoſe ; the King having 
choſe the Perſon, or ſomebody for him, be- 


fore-hand. But then, although the Royal 
Letters Mandatory follow, and muſt be o- 


bey'd, (as he ſays) yet I wou'd ask him a 


Queſtion, which I think ſhou'd be put to 
all of his Opinion, to prevent their Blun- 


dering : Suppoſe theſe Letters ſhould not 


be W and the Biſhops ſhould 88 a 


Pre- 


Letters Mandatory e and maſt be 


| 
F #1) 
* 

4 


(17) 
Premunire to the Conſecration of a Per- 
ſon they did not approve; where then 
would be the Vertue and Efficacy of the 


Great Seal? The Perſons that deny d might 


indeed ſuffer very hard upon this Account; 
they might endure the Loſs of their Tem- 
poralities, their Goods and Chattels, and a 
ſevere Impriſonment ſor Life; and yet ſor 
all this the Perſon whom they deny'd to 
conſecrate,- muſt remain without being a 
Biſhop; it not being the Power of Man to 
make him ſo, without the Aſſiſtance of o- 
ther Biſhops. And this Thing at once 
ſhows the Folly of placing the Divine Or- 
der in Civil Inſtitution: For if it was ſo, 
why could not the Crown, ſince they have 


ſo great an Authority in the Nomination, 


and Election of Biſhops, make them ſo at, 
once, without being beholden to a Conſe- 
eration? and let- their Office follow their 
Nomination immediately, as it does in other 
Offices that have their Riſe from the Civil 
Inſtitution. But the miſchief of it is, that 


for all the Authority of the Great Seal, and 


the Conge dE lire, there is yet to follow, the 
Conſecration; which, as this Gentleman 


juſtly obſerves, is an Act of * | 
Neceſſity. | D Again 


' 
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wth . * 


"ad he Lys, But the Chaneethes who 
affixes the Great Seal t every Inſtriment 
of Blectivn or Creation; he, who by bis 
1 Office,” gives Life to every Nomination of 
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5 Biſpeps, Dignituries, und other Churchs = 
1 men preferred by the Croum; it is bis 

1 Right, and it is his Dat y 30 adviſe the _ 

— Cron. And beſides, hie ſays, He 4s ſ& © 

1 fur from being 'reftrained as Churtbmemm 
= tre, from aitviſing in theſe Matters, that 
i he is ſworn ro it when he affixes the Great 
Sea] : Nor onght : to affix that Seal in fuch 

Caſes, ant he hath aiſeharged thi, Duty: 1 


I think for the Proof of this wiſe Argu= 
ment, a little further there is part of the 
Oath the Chancellor takes at his Receipt 
6f the Seals from the King; but what Buſi- | 
neſs he has, from the Signification of this . 
Oath, with the Election of Biſhops, I can- 
not find out +I believe no one would blame 
him for breaking it, if he never troubled 


his Head about it any further than to affix 4 
the Seals to the Inſtruments of Election. He 
may indeed be obliged, according to the 

Tenor of his Oath, to affiſt- the King with | 


his 


t 21 
his Advice and Connlſel, that he may not 
ſuffer the Hurt or Diſheriting - of the 
King, by informing him of thoſe that are fit 
to he made Biſhops, and. adviſing him as 
gainſt thoſe that are not: which I take to 
be the Duty of every good Biſhop, as well 
as of the Chancellour. But to prove from 
this far-fetch d Oath, that the Chancellor 
would be highly criminal by breaking it, if 
he did not concern himſelf with the Recom- 
mendation and Election of every Biſhop, is 
a Method in which no one will conſtrue 
this Oath ; and a Senſe, in the which no 
Lord Chancellor would be glad to take it: 
becaule there is greater Trouble, and more 
Matter of Conſcience, in this one Thing, 
than in any other that appertains to this 
high Office. But the Conſequence of this 
Piece of Nonſenſe is, that Biſhops are highly 
culpable for adviſing the King in the making 
of Biſhops, and in directing his Conſcience, 
when called upon and commanded to do it: 
And the Lord Chancellor is guilty of the 
greateſt Forgery, in not doing that, which 
perhaps he neither thought his Office or 
Duty required from him, | 
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I muſt likewiſe tell this Gentleman, there 
is a wide Difference between ſuch a Perſon's 
recommending his Friend;'and being always 
obliged to take care what People are made 
Biſhops. It is no Queſtion but ſome may 
depend upon fo high an Officer's Intereſt 
with his Sovereign, and the great Weight 
his Authority and Eſteem can have in their 
fayour ; which may go a great way in their 
Election. But as there is a difference be- 
tween Election and Creation, ſo he that 
has a Part in the one, cannot have in that 
of the other. From which I think it diſ- 
cernable, that Biſhops are no more reſtrained 
than Lord Chancellors from giving their 
Advice; nay, I know not if they have not 
more Matter for the Exerciſe of their Con- 

_ ſcience in this Affair, ſince the Chancellor's 
whole Buſineſs lies but in the Election, and 
theirs in Confirmation and Creation; with- 
out which, for all the Election, as a Man 
could not have been made a Biſhop, ſo are 
they the more accountable, both to 
God, the Church, and the King. But on 
the other hand, would not exceſſive and 
loud Clamours ariſe. againſt Biſhops, (as 
indeed juſtly they might) if to their Know- 
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ledge they did not humbly adviſe the King 
againſt ſuffering ill Men to take upon them 
Jo divine and weighty an Office? This 
makes me think it would be a Crime in their 
Conduct, if they did not adviſe the King 
although I do not ſay others, whoſe. Bu- 
ſineſs and Opportunities. call them nigh the 
King's Perſon, are reſtrained, as Laymen, 
from adviſing in theſe Matters. So that 
from what I have ſaid, in anſwer to the 
Things juſt before treated, I cannot allow 
this Inference, where he ſays, . Zou have 
Now, Sir, ſeen, that this Great Officer has 
an undoubted Right of adviſmg, as well 
in the Nomination of Biſhops as of Fudges ; 
and that Churchmen have no Risk fs in- 
Wer in either. 1 


Again, I own my ſelf of the ſame Mind 
with him, when he ſays, I the Head of 
that Learned Profeſſion is adviſed with 
in the Promotion of Fudpes, it is moſt un- 
doubtedly true, that none are ſo fit as Lau- 
yers to recommend thoſe who are beſt Si. 
led in the Science of the Laws as like- 
wiſe, That it can by no means in the 
— hurt or endanger the Public, that 


k 2 they 


r 221 
they recommend one another; provided they 


take care, that both good Lawyers, as well 


as honeſt and impartial Judges, are prefer- 
red; on whom not only depend the For- 
tunes of many Thouſands, but their Lives 
alſo. But to ſpeak the Truth, I cannot 
altogether agree with him in this, when he 


ſays, On the other hand, the Caſe is very 


different in the Church,” (indeed in ſome 
very material Reſpects it is) where the ef- 
ſential Qualifications of Prieſts, being Cha- 
rity, Humility, and Chriſtian Piety, may 


be eaſily judged of 90 the ny of the 


People. 


Before I proceed, I would ask him whe- 
ther or no, the People cannot in ſome mea- 
ſure be Judges of the Qualifications of thoſe, 
that are preferr'd to Seats in Meſtminſter- 
hall ? For it may be eaſily known and per- 
ceived with what Juſtice, Moderation and 
Impartiality they have carried themſelves, 


in the Adminiſtration of their Offices? Theſe 
Things, People can and may be Judges of, 


as well as the Charity, Humility and Chri- 


ſtian Piety of Prieſts ; for altho' a Man may 
be an W bay yer, and the diſcern- 


- ment 


oe” 


1231 
ment of that Excellency, may belong to 
thoſe of a ſuperior Knowledge than the 
Commonalty; yet they who are to feel the 
effects of either of theſe Virtues or their Op- 
poſites, can be ſaid to frame ſome Judgment 
concerning them. But I would now ask, 
whether or no, there is not to be ſome care 
in preferring of Prieſts? A Man may indeed 
ſhow both Charity, Humility and Chriſtian 
Piety, but yet may hold ſome Notions con- 
trary to the Common Faith. And ſuppoſe, 
we allow that School Learning is no effen- 
tial Qualification ina Miniſter, yet ought 
there to be ſome Cautions exhibited, beſides 
the Knowledge of theſe former Virtues; 
which properly rely on the Judgment of 
Biſhops : And who will be blam'd for ſuf. 
fering without due Care, as ſometimes it 
will happen, Wolyes, rayening Wolves, 
and Diſturbers of the Church's repoſe, to 
enter the Sheepfold, under the ſpecious 
Characters of Charity, Humility and Chriſ- 
tian Piety ? Now it will be granted, that 
many People, as not acquainted with the 
Nature of Controverſies, or elſe not imagining 
the harm Men of Opinions contrary to the 
Common Faith may do; - theſe Things, can- 

| not 
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"Bins this: . upon People 80 Judg- 
ment, ſtill vents his old Spleen, and would 


have us believe that the : greateſt danger, 


would: enſue fiom Biſhops ;nominating. Bi- 
ſhops.. Now I would defire all People to 
beware of this Method of Proceeding; for 
it is certain, that while the King keeps his 


Prerogative; which I hope none will pre- 


ſume tojſay he does not, (alt hoꝰ this Letter- 


writer, does more than once inſinuate the 


contrary in his Letter) altho he may both 


take the Advice of Biſhops or any other great 
Perſons, in adviſing about the making of 
Biſhops, or nominating them; which is more 
properly a recommendation to the Royal 
Favour: it ſtill remains in the Breaſt of the 
King, whether or no, he will chuſe ſuch a 
Perſon. So that Biſhops can no more than 
others lay claim, as he ſays, fo the Nomina- 


tion of Perſons to Eccleſiaſtical Promo- 


tions, Dignities and Benefices in the diſpo- 


ſition of the Crown. Nor can the Succeſs of 


ihe Attempt endanger the King and the fun- 
damental Conſtituiion,any more than that of 
Lhe: 


1 
of Lay Officers, who ſhall be called upon to 
adviſe or recommend. Neither can a Bi- 
ſhop hereby juſtly draw upon him the 
weight of a Parliamentary Proſecution. Nor 
1 can this invidious Citation from my Lord, 
— Clarendon, be properly applicable to him, 
that the Juſtice of the Kingdom will at 
ſome time or other be too hard for the 


ſtrongeſt Oppoſers and Oppreſſors of it. 


There is no great neceflity to tell the World 
to what and whom this has an alluſion ; the 
Inference is, that the Biſhop is worthy the 
ſame fate as the Archbiſhop, for daring to 
adviſe the King in the making of a Biſhop : 
il ſomething carticalas had not been inten. 
ded by this Citation, it needed not to have 
appear d fo conſpicuous in Capital Letters. 


But however all honeſt Men may think 
the Biſhop does not deſerye the Odium 
which ſo vile a Wretch as this does caſt 
upon him; yet this Writer does not ſtop 
here: for he ſays, I hope you will agree with 

me, that if ever any ſuch daring Pretender 
to lawleſs and unrighteous Dominion over 
us, ſhould appear among ſt us, it will be our 
E. Duty 
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Duty, and I truſt we ſhall neither want 
Spirit nor Means to defeat him. 


— 
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il I think it appears very plain, from what ; 
5 has been before taken notice of, that a Bi- . 
It ſhop interfering in the Preferment of Perſons £ 
10 to Eccleſiaſtical Offices, is ſo far from being 
| ; any Offence, or lawleſs or unrighteous Do- 


- mination, that it is his Duty, if ſo required 
by his Sovereign. Nay, I may ſay farther, 
that if he has any Information of ſuch a 
Perſon's being unfit for what he is about to 
undertake, the Protection and Authority of 


* „„ — * 
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I the greateſt Man at Court, and the moſt 
1 powerful Perſon about the King, ought not 
7 to deter him from interpoſing. This is not 


only his Duty to God and the Church, as I 
have before hinted, but his Duty to the King 
his Sovereign; who is certainly anſwerable 
for every one put into theſe high Stations in 
the Church, becauſe the Power lies chiefly | 
in the Royal Prerogative. And in ſuch a 
Caſe as this, not only a Biſhop, but every 
faithful Subject may be with propriety ſaid 7 
to be Keeper of the King's Conſtience, as 
well as the Keeper of the Great Seal. But 1 
as I have proved that it is far from a 

; Crime 
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Crime for a Biſhop to take upon him to 
adviſe the King about making of Biſhops» 
any more than the Lord-Chancellor ; I don't 
believe that great Officer, or any other can 
eſteem a Biſhop, and much more the Biſhop 
of London, a daring Pretender to lawleſs 
and unrighteous Dominion, if he ſhould di- 
rect the Conſcience of the King concerning 
one, even under that Officer's Recommenda- 
tion, and deſire ſome time for a conſidera- 
tion of ſo weighty an Affair. For it muſt 
be very obvious, that conſidering the great 
Charge a Man deſign d for a Biſhoprick is to 
undertake ; and the regard that ought to 
be had to the Election of a proper Perſon, 
for ſo weighty an Office: no Man can be 
angry, that he is not popt as ſoon into Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Preferment as he would be into 
Civil : but it ſeems, that now-a-days Men in- 
ſift not ſo much upon the Neceſlity of a 
due Approbation of a Perſon, as upon their 
own Recommendation, which they think 
ſufficient without farther Examination. 


Now, upon what has been {aid, I beheve 
the Conſequences will not appear ſo terri- 
ble, from a Biſhop's adviſing the King, 

E 2 as 
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as this Gentleman imagines, or would villa- 
nouſly perſuade his Readers to believe. 
Can it be thought any other than an abuſe of 
Common Senſe, when he ſays, F he once 
prevail i in this Practice, (meaning the giving 
his Advice to the King when requir'd, and 
with all Integrity fore-warning him againſt 
admitting one too haſtily, of which he had 
cauſe of ſufpicion ;) and gain ſuch an undue 
ſhare of Favour, as to recommend in ſup- 
plying Vacant Sees, and to ſet aſide in 
Such Promotions, all who are diſagrecable 
to himſelf”; he will bring the whole Power 
of the Crown in Eccleſiaſtical nn into 
his own Poſſeſſion. 


_ What can we fay to this? which he 
aſſerts farther, That he will then diveſt the 
King of hisPrincelyPrerogative; and when 
heſtill proceeds and ſays, //hateverUſurpat i- 
he ſball attempt on the King's Authority, 
he will incite them, (meaning thoſe who 
have been preferr d by his means,) to join 
with him in, for the Advancement of their 
Common Ambition. 5 

I hope no one, from conſidering the 
Wickedneſs of theſe falſe Inſinuations, a- 
bout 
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bout a Thing, which in any Age but this, 
would be highly commended and applaud- 


ed in a Biſhop, will think there is any o- 


ther than the baſeſt Deſign to blacken him 
to the World. What judgment muſt we 
paſs upon a Writer, who dares to talk at 
this rate; and has the Preſumption to ac- 
cuſe a Biſhop of the greateſt Crimes, not 
leaving out that of High- Treaſon it ſelf 


for doing thoſe things which all wiſe and : 


good Men will eſteem him for ? 


I would beg only, that ſome Notice 


ſhould be taken of his Partiality, as well 


as Hatred to the Clergy. After he has 


mentioned the Evil the Clergy would do 
under the Biſhop that adviſes the King, he 
ſays, For if the Prince on the Throne, in 


any Times to come, ſhall adviſe with his 


civil Counſellors, or reſort to his own ' 
Knowledge of Mankind in all his Nomi- 
nations to Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, and ſo 


on, they will owe the Crown their natural 
Gratitude; and having received the fa- 


vour of their Advancement from the King 


— 


alone, none will ſtand in the Way to in- 


tercept 


30 
tercept that Duty and Service which they 
ought to return him. 


And here I would deſire all to obſerve, 
that it can be no offence, nor can any evil 
Conſequences enſue, if the King ſhould ad- 
viſe with his Civil Counſellors ; but the hurt 
lies in adviſing with his Spiritual. Let me 
ask, Will not thoſe who are preferred by 
civil Counſellors, owe them the ſame Gra- 
titude for advancing them? and will not 
the Intereſt of them belong to another In- 
tereſt than that of the Crown, as well as if 
Biſhops were the Cauſe of their Adyance- 
ment? Let me ask again, Can any rational 
Man think, that he owes his Advancement 
to any other Fayour than that of the King 
alone, altho' he may be beholden to the 
good Offices of a Biſhop for his Recommen- 
dation? But why there ſhou'd be more 
hurt in the Interpoſition of the one than the 
Interpoſition of the others, I cannot ſee ; 
without this Writer will not allow the Cler- 
gy to be ſo much as Men, and much more 
Chriſtians and good Subjects. Indeed, it 
were to be wiſhed, as he ſays, that the 
Prince on the Throne ſhould reſort to his 

| | Own 
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own Knowledge of Mankind, in all his 
Nominations to Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, ſince 
he has the Power of placing Biſhops : But 
as this is next to an Impoſſibility, he muſt 
depend upon faithful Counſellors ; jand why 
a Biſhop ſhould not be as capable of that 
Character as another Man, I know not. 
Beſides, let me tell him one thing, that if 
the Prince on the Throne could have 
reſorted to his own Knowledge of Mankind 
in all his Nominations and Eccleſiaſtical 
Dignities, perhaps we might have ſeen this 
Church in a better Condition than it has 
proved to be, by the ignorant and intereſted 
Advice of too many civil Counſellors about 

the King, 


It can never then happen, as this Writer 
propheſies, That if he ſhould ſuffer his 
Church Promotions to be modelled by any 
ſmgle Prelate, (by which he means, if he 
takes the Advice of this Prelate in the Re- 
commendation to vacant Sees, as well as 
that of other Lay-Counſellors) he will ſee 
that Prelate veſted, in a ſhort time, with 

4 Power, almoſt able to controul ſupreme 

Authority: (L wonder he did not ſay, en- 

tirely 
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aitely to-controul.) He will fee the De vo- 
Zion that ought to be paid Yo him alone, 
#rizht-of bis Royalty, paid in his high 
Diſbonour and Wrong, to à Prieſt, a proud 
efſuming Prieſt, &c. One would ſcarce 
Mink, that a Biſhop's humble Advice to 
his Sovereign, could ever draw forth ſuch 
ſfevere nnn as well as direful 
n 


# 


I would have my Reader all along take 
a Caution with him, anſwerable to my In- 
tentions; which is, that when I mention 
Advice, he will not have regard to the 
Advertiſement, which, this Writer has fatfly 
aſſerted, was put in for an Admonition to 
the Crown, by the Biſhop ; but only that 
Advice which the Biſhop might give in 
private to the Kang, about the making of 


f 


I muſt once more take Notice, of ſome 
of his vile Expreſſions, when he ſays, And 
the Prince on the Throne who ſbould ſuf- 
fer his Clergy to flatter him out of his 
moſt eſſential Anthority, (that is, in the 
Raft to concern themſelves about who are 

to 
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fo be Biſhops, tho? required to do it) would 
find ſuch Flatterers become his Tyrants ; 
and the Power with which he patted to 
oblige them, would be employ'd to diſtreſs 
his Affairs,” nay, to deftroy himſelf and 
his Family; he would be but a Cypher of 
Royalty, he would be environed (by the 
Power of the Church, and engroſſed by a 
vile Cabal of inſolent Ecclefiaſtics. - 


Any one that takes theſe Expreſſions ini 
their true Light, will ſoon find what is to 
be expected from a Man that talks after 
this manner; and he that will make the 
moſt wicked Inferences and vile Conſe/ 
quences from the beſt Deſigns, can be alone 
capable of Words that are as ſcandalous as 
deſigning. I muſt therefore declare my ſelf 
of a different Opinion from him; and I be- 
lieve others will be ſo too, when he ſays, 
it is moſt evident, (I profeſs I do ſay, that 
this is ſo far from being moſt evident, that 
it is not in the leaſt apparent) that the 
Growth of this Eccleſfraſtical Tyranny 
would take its riſe from that Scheme, (that 
is ſo called) for trying and diſqualifyin 
Candidates. fa Church Prefers by 
1 Ja F the 
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the Advice: and;Counſcl of:Biſhops, which 
may be as good and laſe as any — ur 
ſellor wharſverer, IR 8 


1 have now done wich the moſt material 


*» 3 44 


Things 3 in this inſignificant and ſcurrilous 
Letter: For as to his Extracts out of a Letter, 


which he ſaid was believed to be wrote by 
the Biſhop of London, when Biſhop of 
Lincoln, IJ have no buſineſs with them, 
ſince the Letter it ſelf is not proved. to be 
wrote by the Biſnop; and we are only to 
take the Suppoſition of Mr. Abel Boyer, 
and this Gentleman's Word for it; which, 
as I have before ſhow'd, is not to be de- 
pended upon. Yet I believe I may with, 
ſome Confidence aſſert, that the Biſhop 
was never the Author of it, altho'-I can- 
not find out the Great Offence. this Writer 
does in it, or with ſome particular Expreſ- 
fions, when he fixes ſo ſevere an actuſa- 
tion upon them, in the ſtrenuous Terms he 
does, ſuch as inſolent, wicked and traito- 
rous Words :; expreſſed in high Contempt 
and Derogation of the Royal Authority, 
&c. It is manifeſt, - that this Letter is 
Rrained and twiſted to the worſt Senſe, and 
par- 


1 

particular parts are choſe, with Endea- 
yours to make” them contradict one another. 
But the Deſign of inſerting theſe Paragraphs 
is apparent; that by publiſhing to the 
World, that the Biſhop was Author of it, 
if there could be any poſſibility of making 
any Part, either inconſiſtent with it ſelf, 
or expreſſiye of what could be wreſted to 
bad Purpoſes, the Odium might fall entire 
ly upon tim, and he blamed in a double 
Capacity ; 5 firſt, as an Author of this Let- 
ter; and ſecondly, as one that had a Deſign 
of encroaching upon the King's Authority. 
And I have obſerved, that this one Thing 
has through the whole Courſe of this abo- 
minable Letter, been jnſiſted upon, on 
purpoſe to blacken and aſperſe, with the 
more Shew of Jaſtice, the Character of ſo 
excellent a Biſhop. | 


The Concluſion which he makes at the 
end of theſe Extradts from the ſuppos'd 
Letter of the Biſhop, ſhows at once the In- 
tentions of the Letter-Writer ; and the Man- 
ner in which he would deter the Biſhop” 
from the Performance of his Duty. Says he, 
Tos have now ſeen the Judgment of Par- 
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liament in the Impeachment of 4 former 
Spiritual Offender, for taking to him 
the Royal Nomination to Eccleſiaſtical 
Dignities ; and intruding upon the Place 
of Great Officers appointed to adviſe thy 


| Crown : (There lies all the Offence.) ou 


bave ſeen the ſevere Animadverſions of 
the grave Author, your Reverend Brother, 
ſo often cited againſt you ; and it may 
he expected you will not hereafter ad- 
Vance a Claim of Right, that any of your 
Profeſſion ſhould direct the King, or that 
any Eccleſiaſtic whatever ſhould * his 


Royal Prerogative. 


Now it is worth Notice, that all this 
Time the Letter ſpeaks not one Word a- 
gainſt a Biſhop adviſing the King, or 
much more calls it a ſharing the Royal 
Prerogative. As this Letter-Writer would 
perſuade his Reader, the chief Thing there 
inſiſted on, is the King's Supremacy ; which 
he exhorts all the Clergy to be ſubject to, 
as they have taken the Oaths to that pur- 
poſe. Indeed, it is very viſible that this 
Gentleman is not to be believed in every 
thing. 


He 
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He goes on, and ſays, Let any Mar candies 
the conſequences of this Practice, (he means 
the Biſhops adviſing the King in the making 
of Biſhops) and he muſt ſee that Ambition 
and Avarice would by ſuch Means have 
the largeſt Opportunity of extending their 
moſt rapacious Projetts, 


He will, I believe, i fn it difficult to 
prove this Aſſertion; for I cannot ſee why 
there is nat as much Ambition in a Lord 
Chancellor's recommending. a Biſhop, as 
there is in one of that Order doing it; 
nay, there is likely to be more in the 
firſt than the latter: becauſe, I think, as 
I have inconteſtably proved, it ſeems to 
be more the proper Buſineſs of the one 
than the other. How. far Avarice is concern. 
ed in a Biſhop's Recommendation, may be 
diſputed: if he means by Avarice, a Re- 
ward received for preferring the Perſon to 
the King's Favour, the Lord Chancellor 
may as well be queſtioned in that Point as 
a Biſhop ; the difference of Profeſſions can 
make no diſtinction in this Thing, till 
it is proved, how much a Chancellor 
and Lawyer can withſtand the Eſſects. and 
Temp- 
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tations of Avarice, (ho, 1 think, by his 
Buſineſs; has been more accuſtomed to 
things of tliis nature) than any Prelate 
that adviſes the King. The Methods that 
have been taken to alt wich all due Care 
add Circumſpection in the Election of a 
Perſon fit for a Biſhoprick, is abuſed by 
this Writer with the height of Contempt 
and Scütrility : And this he has done by 
telling us, That if an Inquiſa ition were 
lodged” in the H. ands of one or more 
Churthmen, to try and judge any Candi- 
date for Royal Promotion in the Church, 
if this might be done by low and profligate 
Perſons, (theſe are Titles given to ſome 
Men that have had T ranſactions inthis Af-. 
fair, more, L am ſure, by Neceſſity than Choice, 
in regard to the Duty they owed both to the 
Church and King ; but they are too well 
known to be thought to deſerve theſe invi- 
dious Characters) by Diſcoveries of looſe 
Words and private Converſations, pretend- 
ed to have happened at any former At- 
ſtance of Time: (I believe this ſeems to 
infer, that all Which has been advanced in 
this thing, is falſe ; which if he can per- 
ſuade others to think, will make them free- 

2 ly 
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1 
ly beſtow. the former hard Names upon the 
Perſons Juſt mentjoned;) ſo that the Oppor- 
tunities may be  recoverably laſt, (this 
appears to me to he Nonſenſe; which 
may be an Affront to one, who by his air 
of Confidence ſeems to have an high Opi- 
nion of his own Writing, as well as Truth 
and Veracity for that a Thing that is ſaid to 
be entirely loſt, ſhould be recoverable, is 
not very reconcileable to Good Senſe: 1 


fancy the Gentleman meant irrecoverably 


loſt) of recollecting every material Circum- 
fance, of ſetting Things in their true 
Lights, and bringing thoſe who were pre- 


ſent, beſides the infamons Informer. (Mind 


the Epithets : I dont wonder to find theſe 
Names impoſed by a. Set of Men, who 
muſt conſequently hate a Perſon for with- 
ſtanding their Attempts. 


In anſwer to the whole of this, I haye 
no more to ſay, than that the Opportuni- 
ties are fo far from being irrecoverably loſt, 
that the material Circumſtances may 'be 
recollected; the Perſons being at hand to 
do all this: and that likewiſe others may 
may be ts who were preſent, be- 

2 ſides 


arbitrary for acti 
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ſides the infamous Informer, who will cor 


 r6borate his "Teſtimony." 1 cannot then be 


poſſibly of this Opinion, when I conſider 


the Integrity of all the Perſons concerned 


in this Affair, when he ſays, I this is to 


be the Scheme and a r of ſuch an In- 


quiſition' (any more than T will allow, that 
a Churchman de 1 the Name of being 

in this manner) no ar bi- 
trary —— in future Times, will 
ever be without his Retinue of Eccle- 


fraſtical Aﬀidavit - makers and Spiritual 


Preferment-Stoppers, (theſe are ſome. more 
of his ingenious Titles) who will proſtitute 
their Oaths and Inventions, (I profeſs I 
am ignorant of what he means by Inventi- 
ons, without it is the Lyes which he calls 
by that Name; Proftitution of Lyes is an 
extreme odd Expreſſion in this eloquent 


Gentleman : I have indeed heard of Truth 


being proſtituted) to blaſt the Characters 
of all Men who are likely to riſe in the 


Church. (To blaſt the Character of a Per- 


ſon, is commonly taken in this Senſe, to 
take away his Reputation by Lyes and 


F alſhood : I think it has been made to ap- 


pear very evident, that what has been ad- 
3 vanced 


"> Ts 
yanced is Truth, agd nothing but the Truth, 
Ence there are erſbns of Ghent Fame and 
Credit, that will atteſt what is required of 
them. Ho that he may indulge his Love  { 
Power, his Luft of Lucre, his Envy, his 
Hatred, his Caprice or Who, to ruin 
we e faire Gr. & 


All theſe Exceptions will +a of courſe 
with their Infinuations; fince a Biſhop in 
doing this cannot be ſaid to indulge his Luſt 
of Power. For the chief Power of making 
any Perſon a Biſhop lics in the King ; Re- 
tomriendation or Advice cannot be call'd 
a Power, altho* it may be an Influence: 
and a Lay-Counſellor may be faid to in- 
dulge his Love of Power, as well, in adyi- 
ſing the King _ the diſpoſal of Biſho- 
| pricks. 


His Laf of Lucre is very improper, 1 
know not what Gain or Reward the giving 
true and faithſul Advice to the King will 
bring; but, as we have found by Experi- 
ence, the Malice and Invectives of a vile 
Set of People, His Envy, this is meant, I 
ſappoſe, in beholding one of great Merit 

G adyanc'd 3 
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edyanc'd 3 'tis impoſlible there can be any 
Envy i in one, who has not only the Good 
and Proſperity of the Church at Heart; and 
muſt therefore, as he has always demon- 
ſtrated, be glad, when any Perſon of the 
faireſt Reputation is exalted; but indeed, 
without flattery can hardly find his Equal, 
much more his Superior in that weighty 
and grand Office, which he exerts ſan the 
good of Relgon. 61 | „eie 
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5 is Caprice or 2 5: it is pc 
5 that the Care of fo ſolemn a Thing ſhould 
= be. imputed, to Caprice or Whim; which 
Bm has not only. been carried on withjWiſdom 
4 and Moderation, but with the utmoſt. in 
ee 


A 
wm 


"What follows theſe as an 3 
be no other than what ſhould be expected: 
And as the beſt Men in the World (this 
is ſtill conteſtable) wzll be the: moſt obnoxi- 
ous, to his Reſcentments ; the moſt formi- 
dable to his Power, and the moſt to be 
dreaded ly bis jealous Ambition; ſuch 
Men cuill be the | firſt to feel the Fury of 
$3977 18912 lo uo Dali ot cr his 
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his Inquiſition, and to be defam'd by the 
pany Tribe * * 4 In ee 


I ſhall leave this, to the private Animad- 
verſion. of my Readers. A Perſon that 
will run on at this rate without any Cau- 
tion or Reſerve in his Expreſſions, or any 
care in what manner he repreſents Things, 
ought to be regarded not only as a vile 
mn but a lying Incendiary. 


What follows this are ſome Things, which 
as they relate to Facts, I hope all People will 
pay no more reſpect to, than they ought 
to do to the firſt Lye which is broach'd in 
the beginning of this Letter. I really think 
them ſo vile and abominable, that they 
contradict themſelves; without we could 
believe, as this Wretch would perſuade us 
to do throughout his whole Piece, that the 
Reverend Perſon was deſerving all the Im- 
putations that have ſo unjuſtly been laid up- 
on him, But I muſt inform my Reader, 
that as the deſign of the one is to accuſe the 
| Biſhop of diſhonourable Proceedings, as well 
as Diſſimulation; and of the grcateſtWicked- 

8 2 nes 
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ni, in defanting land ſeandaliaing a Por. 
ſon; fo the other is intended to anſwer ſome 
Expreſſions in the Letter mentioned in this 
Famphlet, which the Author would have 
us believe to be writ: hy the Biſhap'; vis 
that it bad bren experienced,. that it was 
wuch ſafer to lay the Loins of the. Lat 
apen 4 Layman, than the little Finger of 
8 pn 4 Clergymun. To which this Story 
of the Biſhop's ſcreening a Clergyman, for 4 
Crime for which he had procured others to 
be Rang d, has manifeſtly an Alluſion. As 
to the other Lyes, of the Biſhop's formerly 
drinking unlawſul Healths, and his refu- 
fing the Oaths; I ſuppoſe they are inſinuay 
ted to blacken and aſperſe his Character, by 
making him to appear to have taken the 
Daths contrary to his farmer Opinion, and 
only for Private Intereſt: but I ſhall ſpeak 
no more to theſe Things; the Vindica» 
tion that I ſhould make, by tiring my Rea» 
der's Patience with Relations, would do too 
much Credit to theſe yile Lyes. 


The Inference that is made from the laſt 
particular, may at once declare the real De. 


fign of that Forgery, which is intended to 
expoſe 


=. 

action: Thus ſays he, Did an intriguing 
| Ecclefeaſtick ſcreen Enormities in his own 
Order, 'which he had followed with al 
che Care of Law in that of other: Men; 
and ao you not think, that if ſuch a Man 
were to be truſted with Supreme Power in 
the Oburch, he would employ it as wicks 
dals and as partially in ftigmatizing. ſome, 
as he hath employ'd it in ſcreening of others ? 
Anil that as he can protect the worſt ſort 
of Men in their Crimes, for being ſubſer- 
wiens to hit exurbitant Projects; * he 
would blacken the fair Reputation af 0% 
hers, for being too honeſt to Join in ſupa 
porting his 1 3 ? 


| Ingeniouſly made out indeed! the Con- 
cluſion's well drawn, from what in itſelf is 
the greateſt Lye that. ever proceeded out 
of the Mouth of Man ! But ſuppoſing, tho 
not admitting this Forgery to be true; the 
Biſhop might have good Reaſons for what 
he did. The protecting a Clergyman from 
the Malice of his moſt Inveterate Enemies, 
was a Charity more to be applauded than 
eondemn d. Neither, if-it was true, could 

ſuch 


* 
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uch à Behaviour in a Churchmän, às he 
tells us, contribute mere than all the Works 
of Infidelity, to blemiſh the Honour, and 
ſubvert the Foundation of the Chriſtian Re- 
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ligion: No, it is the Works; 4nd Workers of 
Infidelity; that, to uſe his on Expreſſions, 
blacken- ttre faireſt - Reputations ; and 
raiſe Lyes and Calumnies on thoſe, whom 
they know do oppoſe them; as well as ble- 
miſn the Honour, and ſubrert the F ounda- 
tion a yoo Chriſtian 1 —— 
Thus we are very well able to underſtand 
plc when he lays, One Paſtor of this Com 
plexion confutes all the Paſtoral Letters 
that ever were written. Theſe have been 
the Butts of their Malice; which have not 
only raiſed their Envy, but their Grief. No 
wonder, that they can give no Quarter, to one 
who has ſo excellently defeated their De- 
ſigns, and ſcreen'd Chriſtianity from the 
direful Blows theſe Men were about to give 
it. As his Authority, on the other hand, is 
a bar to their Attempts ; fo no leſs, is his Vigi- 
lance over his Flock, and Abilities to exerciſe 
his beſt Endeayonrs for their Preſervation 
and Perieyerance 1 in that Religion, which 
ſome 


.] 

ſome Men would teach them to neglect and 
deſpiſe. Theſe are the Eye-Sore, the inward 
Mortification, of thoſe, upon this very ac - 
count; as . well as that watchful Aſſiduity 
which he exhibits in the due and ſolemn 
Performance of his Function, which excites 
their Spleen, and produces their Anger and 
Rage, becauſe he has put it out of their power 
to do any more Miſchief. What then can- 
not be ſupply d by Arguments muſt, be by 


"a confuted, muſt not oaks proyoe to Jea- 
louſy, but to Lyes and Miſrepreſentations · 
May I not then ſay, in their own Words, 
which retort upon themſelves, That as the 
beſt Man in the World will be the moſt ob- 
noxious to their Reſentments, the moſt 
formidable to their Power, and the moſt 
to be dreaded by their jealous Ambition; 
ſuch a Man will be the firſt to feel the 
Fury of their Inquiſition, and to be defa- 
med by the peſtilent Tribe of their abandon 4 
Defamers? 


TED | have no more to ſay to this Point, but 
to mention to this Gentleman, what two of 
* own Opinion have ſaid concerning theſe 

15 Letters, 
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Letters, which I hope may have Lone 
Weight with him. One of them, (who is one 
of the beſt Scholars, and greateſt Mathems-. 
ticans the World can boaſt; who I am ſora 
ry ſhould be ſo like a Set of Men in one 
Principle, which he is ſo different from in 
many others ;) has often ſaid; theſe Letters 
were the fineſt wrote, both for Language 
and- Matter, of any of that kind of Wri- 
ting, meaning Divinity, that has been pub- 
lind. The other ſaid, that many rait d 
againſt them, and found fault with them, 
who were incapable of arriving to ſo great 
Perfe&ion. | I have mention'd theſe Things 
to ſhow, what even Enemies to the Things 
themſel ves, and what is contain d in them, 
do confeſs and pos nts 0] N 


As this Writer wiſhes, That there may 
be never wanting a great and powerful 
Patron to ſuſtain the Cauſe of Innocence, 
whoſe Authority to protet# him may be as 
irreſiſtable,as that Eloquence with which he 
ſball plead in his Favour, and whoſe Honour 
ſhall make him incapable of giving np his 
Friend to the lofs of his deareſt Reputation: 
80 do! likewiſe ſay, that it is to be wiſhed, 

2 that 
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that no great and powerful Patron will; ſg 
far ſuſtain the Canſe of Innocence, as this 
Perſon terms it, as to inſiſt upon the Conſecra- 
tion of a Biſhop, let him be ever ſo greata Fa- 
vourite, till he ſhall appear fit for that Office; 
that neither his Authority, (if he has any to 
act in this manner, which may be diſputed,) 
may be ſo irreſiſtable, as that Eloquence, 
ith which he ſball plead in his Favour 
as to make him withſtand: thoſe juſt Pleas 
ſome may have for a ſuſpenſion of this Fa- 
vour: and that he may not have ſo much 
Honour as to bring an irreparable Damage 
and Diſcredit to the Church. And that all 
this may be done without fixing the mark 
of Infamy upon thoſe, that ſhould. beſtir 
themſelves in an Affair of this Conſequence: . 
and that theſe Expreſſions, ſuch as, a diſboneſt 
and defaming Churchman, endeavouring by 
his Calumnies and Informers to propa- 
gate Falſboods, and to promote 1njurys, 
thereby to diſgrace an Innocent Man, 
whoſe Merit he envies, and whoſe Inte- 
grity he looks on with fearful Eyes ; with 
many more ſcandalous Miſrepreſentations, 
too tedious to mention; may be rejected 
| 1 
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and ſcorn'd,” not forgetting this. Addition 
to t he former Tautology, I ben the Fa- 
vour he thought to procure him, ſhall 
have incited ſuch ſcandalous Church- 
Jobbers to diſgrace him: I ſay, it is to be 
wiſhed, that theſe Falſities may not be ex- 
hibited againſt the beſt of Men; leſt they 
themſelves ſhould be found to deſerve theſe 
Expreſſions, which they are ſo ready to 
beſtow upon thoſe that do not deſerye them. 


I muſt fay one thing more, that is, to thoſe 
who may be ſo far prejudiced, as to be- 
lieve, that it is a high Crime for- a Biſhop 
to adviſe the King in the making of Bi- 
mops; eſpecially when a Lord-Chancellor 
is concern'd; that the Biſhop might chal- 
lenge this Right in a Lay-Capacity ; ſince 
he is one of the King's moſt honourable 
Privy-Council : fo that it is far from being 
High-Treaſon, and deſerving an Impeach- 
ment of the Houſe of Commons, that I don't 
know, if to ſerve a purpoſe, it might not 
have been brought by the ſame Men, as 
a high Crime and Miſdemeanour. I think 
the ſubſtance of their Oath is, That they 
ſhall adviſe the King to the beſt of their 
„ and not ſufſer any thing to pa ſs, 

which 
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whiet-they. know may be of benefit to him,” 
either by adviſing him n or 3 bin 
3 ig 
Amine 6 15 7. 

VU pon the w hole, er 405 this 
Letter through all the Parts; wilt find that 
as tlie higheſt Injury is intended, ſo is this 
to be upheld by Falſhood and Invective, 
if we did not all of us too well know the 
ſhining Character of the Perſon herein a- 
buſed; as well as the Juſtice with which he 
has proceeded in this Affair: I don'tknow 
what Opinion we might conceive of one, 
who + is ſo falſely loaded with all that 
Wickedneſs can advance. But as, God 
be thank'd, we have found the Advantage 
of his-Labours and Care, as well as the 
Benefit of his Example; there can be no one 
certainly ſo ſordid, as to believe theſe 
Things, or ſo impious as to ſtand by them. 


As it is a Pleaſure, and an inexpreſſi- 
ble Delight, to find that Chriſtianity has 
ſome Advocates to ſtem the Tide of Infi- 
delity; fois it a Joy to all good Men, to per- 
ceive that we have thoſe at the Head of our 
Church, who can neither be taxed with 

eh K Lazi- 
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Lazineſs, Inabilities, or Lukewarmneſs in 
the exerting themſelves in their proper 
Sphere; and as becoming, not only the 
Defenders and Props of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, but the chiefeſt Ornaments of it: 
Theſe things, as they demand Reſpect and 
Eſteem with all Men, will make them 
know how to value Perſons of this Excel- 
lency, and to give thoſe who ſtrive by all 
the pitiful Arts in the World to eclipſe 
theſe Virtues and Perfections, that Re- 
8 which ie S in 32 9999 


5:A may then ſay wah the 1 of this 
Letter, That it is a Security, as well as a 
Comfort to us, that the Honour | of | the 
Crown, as well as the Wiſdom of thatPrince 
Who wears it, will neyer permit his Favours 
in the Church to be beſtowed to the de- 
triment of it: and that he will be able to 
underſtand the due Merit of a good Bi- 
ſhop, and take his Word before that of 
thoſe who are only moyed by Intereſt, and 
not a true Regard for the Dignity and 
Welfare of this Church, if they can but have 
their own Wills : And that he will never 
ſuffer the Weight the ſacred Affairs of the 
| Church 
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Church have with him, to be intercepted. 
by the Attempts” of Proſtitute Def 
He will be too jealous ef his. Imperial 
Dienity, to let Perſons preſeribe to him in 
what manner he is to deab in theſe Affairs; 
and will be always deſirous of giving an 
additional Luſtre: to his Title of the Defender 
af the Faith, and Supreme Head of the 
Church, by protecting 7 Religion, by pre- 
ſerving the Church from being trampled 
under ſoot, and having a due Reverence, 
not only to: a Biſhop, whom he knows to . 
behave as ſuch in all reſpects, but to the 
Rights of that Divine Order. 


He hath already ſhown ſuch a Regard 
to Religion, and that he will be Protector 
of the Church as well as the State, that he 
will never refuſe the Advice of his faith- 
ful Biſhops ; but will think, that as they 
have a ſincere and religious Care for the 
Church of Chriſt, ſo they ought to be both 
heard and regarded. He will neither gra- 
tify the wicked in their unjuſt Uſurpations 
which they would exerciſe over the Church, 
to the Diminution of his own Glory and 
Fame ; but as he will defend Religion in 


its 


„ 
its primitive Purity, {a will he prote& the 
Church in all her juſt Rights and Privile- 
ges: And they will perceive in the Courſe 
of ſteady Juſtice, he will bear not its Sword 
in vain}; but as to Evil-Doets, ſo to theſe 
Enemies of our Common Religion, will the: 
inflict a Putiſhment! due to their Deſerts. 
To conclude, F muſt own, that the former 
Example, .accorditig to the Right Reve- 
verend Authors Opinion, is not only the 
Duty of all Biſhops, but an Example fit 
fot all Chriſtian Princes to imitateGe. 
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FOATT SCRIPT 


rake Have, for the Satisfaction of my 
WE Readers, inſerted the following 
WW Account ; that they may per- 
ceive how they are impoſed up- 


on in this Lye concerning the Clergyman. 


I indeed neither thought it neceſſary or ex- 
pedient to burden my Anſwer with what 
all rational Men muſt believe to be falſe; 
for which Reaſon I have choſe in this man” 
ner to deliver the whole Truth, upon which 
they may depend, and which I defy the 
Letter-Writer to contradict. Which, as it 

de- 
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deſerves more Credit to be given to it than 
what he has publiſh'd, I hope will meet 
with as general a Reception. A certain 
Clergyman, whom I am far from excuſing 
for the Faults which he has been guilty of, 
yet am willing to conceal his Name, (on ac- 
count of the Reſpect which 1 pay to that 
Holy Order, of which he is the Diſgrace) 
was ſound to be highly criminal. Amongſt 
ſome Things that were laid to his Charge, 
I think that flagrant Circumftance which 
the Letter- Writer mentions, was one of 
which he was-accuſed. Many. being ſcan- 
QAlized at his ill Behaviour, had cited him 
in the Biſhop of London's Court, with an 
Intent that he might be proſecuted accord- 
ing to his Demerits, and the Rigour of im- 
partial Juſtice. The Biſhop himſelf was ſo 
'enraged at his bad Practices, that he was 
glad there was an Opportunity given for 
exerting his Power on ſo criminal an Of- 
fender; having no Deſign or Deſire to ſcreen 
him, but to puniſh him as he ſhould be 
found guilty by legal Proofs. The Offen- 
der, not only conſcious of his Crimes, but 
afraid of the juſt Severity of the Biſhop, re- 
moves his Cauſe into the Archbiſhop's Court; 

where 


157 
where he was at once got out of the Power 
of the Biſhop. In this Judicatory he was 
found guilty, by good Proof, of many bad 
Things, for which he was fin d according 
to the Sum mentioned in the Letter. But 
the other intolerable Crime with which he 
was charged, not being ſufficiently evi- 
denced againſt him, the judge was obliged 
to diſmiſs him without due Puniſhment. 


This is the 'Truth of the whole Story ; 
which will appear widely different from 
the Account that has in ſo vile a manner 
been handed to the World. I think in 
the Common Law no Perſon can be con- 
demned without ſufficient Evidence ; Cir- 
cumſtances are not allowed to be valid 
Proofs : If therefore the Biſhop had fat as 
Judge himſelf, he could not have puniſhed 
him. So I hope the Judge who gave the 
Sentence, will be likewiſe acquitted from any 
Influence of the Biſhop's. 


FINTIS. 
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